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A new commandme nt I give unto you, 


PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, 


NOVEMBER 25, 


1820. NO. 17. 





That ye love one another, as I have loved 


you—JOHN xiii. 34, 








Ohne. ——— 
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a 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Concluded from page 63. 


BRETHREN IN THE Ministry,— The 


evidences Which we enjoy in the in- 
crease of the knowledge 
and salvation of God, must encourage 
ys in the belief, that we are engaged in 
a work, in which the Lord is our helper; 

and that it is the cause of truth which | 
the Lord is pleased to own and bless. 
It becomes then our duiv as ministers 
of the grace of God, and labourers in 
an holy and righteous cause, 
the eternal happiness of the whole fa- 
mily of man; that we shew forth our 
gratitude, by increa sing engapedness in 
the work of the ministry ; 
among oursclves all those christian af- | 
fections and virtues which will unite in 
the spirit of love, as v ell 


of those with whom we sojourn. It is 
also necessary that we should exercise 
kindness and liberality in private con- 
versation, and in all our public commt 

nications, that we might thereby win 
the attention of 3, and 
enabled to convert them to friends; 
ever bearing in remembrance the 
struction given to Timothy, that, ‘the 
servant of the Lord must not strive ; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient ; in meekness “ structing those 
tha it oppose themselves: 14 God perad- 
venture will give them repentance to} 


our enemle be 


in- 


the acknowledging of the truth.’—Let| your friends and neig! hbours who live 
us then brethren be prepared unto every | around you, and who have embraced 
good work, being “ instant in season] the belic f in the salvation of all men, 
Sod out of season to preach the word, | become worse members of society than 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long| | they 


suffering and doctrine. Let the aged 
servant of the Lord, who has spent his 
best days in stemming the torrent of op- 
position, rejoice that the seed he has 
sown, has been watered as with the 
dews of heaven, and brought forth fruit 
in abundance. 


to pursue the work, SO 


in beholding 


many fellow helpers rising up among 
the youth, or coming out from the er- 
rors which they have heretofore preach- 


ed, 


to the saving knowledge otf the 


And while encouraged | 


of the glory | 


as 1n work, |} 
and gain for us the respect and esteem | 


truth, declaring the glad itty of great | 
jov, may his heart swell with gr: atitude 
to the Sup reme Giver of every good, 
and may the numerous Societies which 





faithfulness in the 


pe 
| 
} 


embracing | ¢ 
sO live 


encu urag 


he beholds springing up around him, 
operate Increasing excitement to 
cause of truth ; that 

a fervent piety, manifested in the 
exercise of brotherly love, and 7 


aS an 


this grounc ? We oi ly ask of you an 
exercise of candour and christian cha. 
rity, and that you do a senti- 
ment with consequences which do not 
belong to it. A moment’s reflection 


not load 


would teach you, that i that heavenly 
mercy and unchanging love of Almis zh- 


ty God, on which the sentiment is pre- 
dicated. warm the heart of the believer, 





christian virtue, the younger brethr: 

may be strengthened, and their hese ts 
red in the performance of evers 
brethre en, may we ail 


P nally, 
as to be a mutual help each | 


duty, 


to 


jother, that the world may become be-| 5 


| 





| opposition has been directed bv 





lin socicty. 





iwisely to continue vour op 


| nefitted by our 


labours, God glorified 


cultivating | in the Increasing hap )piness of his ra-| 


tional offspring, nih we ever enjoy the 
plaudit of well done good and faithful | 
servant. 

We would inthe spirit of thatreligion | 
which speaketh peace to the world, ad- | 
dress all those children of our heavenly 
Father who differ from us in sentiment 
| De ir Brethren, many of you have im- 


| 
universal love was a demoralizing doc- | 
trine ; we have no doubt but that your | 
the best} 
of motives: that vou have acted con-| 
scientiously under the impression that 
its influence would have a bad tendency 
We blame you not. But! 
we Dow invite you seriously and can- | 
didly to answer this question: Have 


before You certainly 
le pass ing events of the times 
that the sentiment gains | 


were 
notice t} 
you are sensible 
ground around you, and you must know 
whether those who embrace it, are less 
honest, upright, kind, friendly and be- | 
nevolent than they Sufh- 
cient time for ce rtifying the 
the sentiment upon society has clapsed, 
and if you are compelled to ackuow- | 
ledge by candid observation, that it has | 
no evil tendency, do you brethren, act 


used to be. 


effi cts o! 


| 


position on } 


i ry] 
Ji 


worth a place in yi 
insertion of it will much oblige 


it must produce a erin? ion to do to 
others, as he would they should do unto 
him. 
We humbly pray that the day be nox 
far distant, when all opposition to the 
slorious gospel of peace and good will 


| shall cease, and you all made partakers 


of that joy ‘and peace which is the hap- 
pv portion of those who believe * that 
God will have all men to be saved and 


to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.” Brethren, we affectionately 


commend you, to "the safe keeping of 
the great Shephe rd of Israel, to whom 


i you belong, with the whole of man as 
‘his purchased possession. 
| bibed the idea, that the doctrine of God's 


All herein addressed, are commend. 


}ed to God, ard *> the word of his grace, 


which is able to build them up, and give 
them an inheritance among them te 
are sanctified. 

By order of the Convention, 


RICHARD CARRIQE. 


Errnatum.—On page 62, col. 3, after 
the word throne,”’ insert a comma, in- 
stead of the period and quotation, and 
add,—even I overcame, and am set 
down with Father in his throne.” 


as 
my 


nw ee 
NER. hk piror, 


laving read with considerable 
easure the letter of Benjamin Frank- 


lin to George Whitefield, which you 


'published in your last Number, I take 
the Liberty of sending vou one written 
by the venerable Judge Hale, about a 


and half apo, if you think it 


nur Messenger, the 


entury 


&e. 


A SUBSCRIBER. 


U i 
rours, 




































66 
LETTER.* 
He that fears the Lord of heaven 
and earth, walks humbly before Him, 


thankfully lays hold of the message of 
redemption by Jesus Christ, and strives 


to express his thankfulness by the sin- 


cerity of his obedience. He is sorry 
with all his soul when he comes short 
of his duty. He walks watchfully in 


the denial of himself, and holds no con- | 


federacy with any lust, or known sin: 
if he fails in the least measure, he is 
restless till he has made his peace by 
true repentance. He is true to his pro- 
mises, just in his dealings, charitable 
to the poor, sincere in his devotions. 
He will not deliberately dishonour God, 
although secure of impunity. He hath 
his hopes and his conversation in hea- 
ven, and dares not do any thing unjust- 
ly, be itever so much to his advantage; 
and all this because he sees him that ts 
invisible, and fears him because he loves 
him ; fears him as well fer his goodness 
as his greatness. —Such a man, 
ther he be an Episcopalian or a Pres- 
byterian, or Independent, or Anabap- | 
tist, whether he wears a surplice, or 
wears none, whether he hears crgans or | 
hears none, whether he kneels at the | 
communion, or for conscience 
stand or sits, he hath the life of religion | 
in him ; and that life acts in him, “and 
will conform his soul to the image of 
his Saviour, and go along with him to 
eternity, notwithstanding his practice 
or non-practice of things ” jndiffe ‘rent.— 
On the other side, if a man fears not 
the eternal God, he can commit sin with | 
presumption, drink excessively, swear) 
vainly or falsely, commit adultery, lie, 
cozen, cheat, break his promise es, live 
loosely, though at the same time he may 
be studious to practice every ceremo- 
ny, even to a scrupulous exactness, or 
may perhaps as strenuously oppose 
them. ‘Though such a one should cry 
down Bishops or Presbytery, though he 
should be re-baptized every day or de- 
claim against it as heresy, and though 
he fast ail Lent, or feast out of pre- 
tence of avoiding superstition ; yet mot- 
withstanding these, and a thousand ex- 
ternal contormities, or zealous opposi- 
tion to them, he wants the life of Reli- 
gion. ‘ 








* Intitled the summing up of a religious cha- 
racter. 


whe- 


sake 
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MARY OF THE MOUNTAIN. 





[We aresindebted for the following 


a Lady who had several times visited 
the interesting character whom it pour- 
trays. Our readers will doubtless sym- 

pathise with the feelings which its pe- 
rusal has excited in our breasts, and 
will unite with us in sincere acknowl- 
edgments to the writer for whine us 
to record a yon and liberal tribute to 
the memory of * Mary of the Mountain.” 
Christ. Fourn.] 

Mary Younc, was a native of Ger- 
many.—She came to America some- 
time about the year 1764-5, and settled 
near Germantown, in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, together with her mother 
and several sisters, all of whom were 
yyoung women, ‘They had suffered per- 
secution in their native country ‘and 
jtherefore | sought an assylum here. 
Finding that their peculiar ‘and seclud- 
ed habits drew upon them the gaze of 
| curiosity, they left Germantown, and 
‘sought out a sequestered spot among 
| the hills of Oley, in the County of Berks, 
Pennsylvania, where, by the most inu- 
‘credible labour, they cleared afew acres 
and 





‘ot land on the ‘die of a mountain, 


ithere erected a neat little cottage, in| 
of 


which they passed the remainder 
their days. A small enclosure near 
‘the cottage, now contains all thatis left 





| of their family of love, the last of whom | 


was Mary, who survived her last rela- 
tion near forty years, during which 
‘time she lived alone, passed her leisure 
‘in deeds of charity and good will to her 


| neighbors and in ‘love and adoration of 


© | of ‘her Maker. She visited the sick, 
and administered to their wants, but 
never tarried to eat or to converse with 
them on common topics of coaversation, 
Her language, which was always in her 
native tougue, was elegant; her man- 
ner and countenance mild and benevo- 
lent; her opinions liberal and rational, 
and worship ardent and pure. Her 
cottage was a temple hallowed to the 
Lord, from whence ascended the in- 
cense of prayer and praise, pure and 
undefiled as could arise from the hu- 
man heart. 

Her little territory was the abode of 


a few acres of beatiful 
For 


the Mountain ; 
upland meadow surrounded it. 





brief Sketch and Epitah to the pen of 


peace and tranquillity, on the side of 





many years it was envelloped in an im. 
pervious forest, its scite could be as. 
certained only by the smoke which 
curled above the tops of the ‘auionan 
Not a cat, or a dog, or any other domes. 
tic companion had she, excepta cow, fo; 
whose bed she collected the dry leaves 
of autumn. Her food was composed 
of fruitsand vegetables, and she quench. 
ed her thirst in the limpid mountain 
Spring—an apt emblem of that living 
fountain of which her spirit drank and 
whose stream leads to everlasting joy 
and felicity! 

Finding herself weak and languish. 
ing, she crept to the edge of the Moun. 
tain, and there waited with unmurmur. 
ing patience, till she was perceived to 
crave the charity she had so often be. 
stowed on others. She was seen and 
pitied. A kind friend attended on her 
to smooth her pillow, and to witness 
her happy exit. She bore the most ex. 
crutiating agony without a murmur; 
continually giving thanks to her Re. 
deemer for the grace which imparted 
fortitude to resist coinplaint. 

From the weakness of an infant, she 
was endued with strength at last to raise 
herself on her knee, and offer up an ar- 
dent prayer, after which she returne ed 
to her bed, and closing her own eyes, 
tell asleep in Christ Jesus, on T hursday 
the 16th of November, 1819, aged se- 
venty-four, 

She had desired to be laid tn the Itt 
tle enclosure which contains the graves 
of her mother and _ her sisters, without 
parade, and ina plain manner, but the 
affection of her neigh! v0rs drew toge- 
ther a large congregatioa, who felt i in 
her end how sweet it was to die in the 
Lord. 

Here, underneath this mountain stone, 
Lies Mary Young, who lived alone, 
High on the Iefty Mountain’s side, 
Belov’d and honor’d till she died ; 
Lov’d and honor’d by the few 

Who give to Virtue, Virtue’s due. 
Stranger! she that’s buried here, 

Was humble, pious and sincere ; 

The even tenor olf her days 

Was pass’d in grateful prayer and praise; 
Her heart was like the gentle dove, 
That came from heav’n with promis’d love 
Her heart, her hands, her cottage door, 
Were open to the rich and poor ; 

Her faith confirmed, her will resigned, 
So sweetly calm, so pure a mind, 

The God of Mercy, from his throne 
Look’d down and clainned her for his own. 
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Christian Messenger. 











Philadelfihia, Saturday, Noveméer 25, 1820. 





The following Treatise was published in 
Charlestown, ( Mass.) in 1811; and asit 
has been for several years’entirely out 
of print, we have thought proper to in- 
sert it in the Messenger, as we may 
have cpportunity, but not however to 
the exclusion of any original matter 
which may be offered. 

Light shining in Darkness, and the 

Darkness comprehending it not; 
OR, A 
SHORT TREATISE 
ON THE CARNAL MIND. 
n which the character of God is ex- 
hibited ina plain, striking, and un- 
excepuonable light; and his 
the devil, 


[ 


Rea stems 
aaversary, 
is ciis wile . being stripp’d of all cdisruise, 
Appears, as he seally is, the father of lies. 


"ACE. 


by reading the 





PRET 


I+ 20 Ain @ AP } 
it ws possinie, that, 






























THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


when a man might substitute energy 
Jor argument, vislent emotions far coal 
reasoning, and all would be received, and 
go down with rapture; but now, and it 
ts well for the world that it ts so,a man 
must accompany his propositions with 
suitable evidence, and arguments ta sup- 
port them, or he will not be believed. 

cople have grown too wise to take the 
bare assertions, even of a MINISTER, for 
truth, without JSurther evidence; and 
there are some, in almost every assembly, 
who are not only capable of noticing 
inconsistencies and contradictions, but 
are bold enough to speak of them: for 
each Gne has an equal right to think and 
Judge for himself and to speak his own 
thoughts, and no man is to be hurt for his 
opinion only. Therefore it behoves a 
minister of the gospel to study pro- 
priety, assert nothing more 
he can prove, and draw all his arg 
ments from the scriptures and tle rea- 
son and nature of things; ever remem- 
bering that the eyes of the world are 
upon him, and it behoveth him that 
‘S while he thinketh he standeth, ta take} 
ee lest he fall.” 


ale 





above title, especially the two poetical 


lines, the reade r has already antic ipated | spe € hh, and the enticing vvords of ma 


that he sould find, in this Treatise, a 
burlesque apon religion; or the seeds ey 
infidelity; written without candsur, and 
with a total dis) eal d for truth, B +} 


if this should happen to be the stat | 
of the readci’s mind, he ws PEGHeST ted | 
to pass it cver, and read no furthers} 
for none but an wncandid reader i Id | ep 
ever wish to read an uncandid anther. |x 

| 


But oy the redder Can he pre vatled MPG /2 
to divest himself of prejudice, 
on, weth a 

this treatise a 


ate! j ead 


(¢ aliention un fai Pe AlAs LIVEN | 


asesnot finda sufficient degree o yf can- 
dour, Q?l rd a SACK EC: alee fo? ‘ truth , it 


| 
is because the writer is not suffi ‘ientl ny | 
acquainted with his own heart. Andif jie 


he be disposed io proceed, he is only re- 
quested, should he find any statements 
which he conceives to be incorrect, to cast | 
a mantle of cagrity@ over then, impute 
them ta a want of u derstanding, or 
want of information, c and treat them as 
errors of the head, and not of the heart. 

It ts too late in the day ve fi ‘iwhten 
people (unless it be the weaker sort in- 
deed) with bare suggestions. The 
world at large e too much 





have becom 
enlightened to take bare assertions 
¢wncontestable Jacts, Time has been 











| apostle 19 


Law oP the majesty 0 


1 fair ve SIgatean, af hel, 


‘ To assert that the excellency 


eo 
f. 


wisdom, are necessary t9 
tr uth s of the Gaspel, is to 
i puoi 
proceed of necessity, when he chose 
peeing se speech, such as was *firmi- 
lear to the meanest capacity ¢ I mean the 
the Gentiles ; he looked on the 
“speech, as a proceeding 
‘Ais master, yea 


enforce the 
empeach the 


‘ 


entzcements of 

hurtfal thar 
lentes lest their faith Should stand in: 
the wisdom of man, and not in the power 


‘ather 


of God, Hence I am encouraged to} 
habe. that the absence of th 128e enrhele 


f28/2] 


ments from mu Treatise (thaugh it) 
proce ed ¢ of necess? ity) will neither marr 
ti dom nor relax the nerves of 
Truth contained therein: And, what 


further 
tions sanguine in this particular, is the 
persuasion, that there are such in the 
world whose ears cannot be 
with dead unmeaning sounds, and 
hearts are susceptible of Pruth 
ariless native dress.” 
ing treatise contains some good t 
it is presumed, will not be dented °y anys 
and it is modestly suggested to the lovers | 
of truth, that should they discover “any 
dangerous errors, the best way to si 


in its 


oun? 
(Llib? Ss, 


than wat | 


bd 


eelpral eave a 


‘gnspires ta render my expectas | 


charnied | 


; 
WISE | 


er , a! i 
Lhat the f (lowe | 
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press them will be to give the work a 
fair refutation. 

What is principally contended for, in 
this. Treatise, is, that the devil is not, 
of himself, a real being ; that all real 
beings are creatures of God; that they 
all owe their existence to him, and are 
equally dependent an hiin ; that the devil 
is a negative principle, or being’, (if he 
may be called a being) existing mf aD) 
idea, in every sense opposite to God, 
which may be attached to any finite ra- 
tional being, and operate through the 
medium of his senses ; that all the crea- 
tures of God, whether angels, or men, 
possessed all that was necessary to con- 
stitute them real beings cefore they 
could, with any degree of propriety, be 

called devils; and therefore the same 
beings will exist, in all their essential 
parts, even after the devilis destroyed! 

Such is the nature of the sentiments 
| illustrated in this Treatise ; and, with 
! . ° ° 
all their imperfectcons, which, whatever 
| may be their fate, may have a claim, ai 
least, upon the candor of an enlig htened 
wor Id, it is now faithfully submitted, by 
the public’s most obedient, and very hun- 
ane, 








| 
1? 
| 0 le serv 
i 


THE AUTHOR. 


A 'Vreatise, &c. 


TO attempt to bring to light the mys- 
_teries of him who has been the terror 
of millions; who secretly walks in dark- 
‘ness, filling with horror the frighted im- 
acination of men, women, and children ; 
and, who, itis said, has frequently, (es- 
pecially in former times) appeared to 
people, in various forms and shapes, 
performing many wonderful, extraor- 
dinary, and unaccountable oxpeorrn 
which none but the devil could da! and 
to attempt to prove that this being ex- 
ists only in chimera aod imagina- 
tion of credulous mortals, may be con- 
‘sidered, by many, a very and 
} 


lla, . 
iuZ. 


nae of one whose choice did not | 


tire 


bold 
rdous undertak? ing ! 
Commencing, therefore, on such a 
| work, may [ not justly expect to see the 
clouds begin to darken—to hear the 
wind hoarsely roaring ata distance 
to behold a storm gathering over my 
head-—-to feel the air thickening around 
me—to see my candle burn blue /—and 
to hear hissing in every corner of my 
if ne ae to frighten me from 
. while I begin to write the 
touch so black a cha- 


' 


room, 
’ ; ¢ ae 
[ tne atte i} t, 
)-| page that shalt 


















ann — i pe ED A Ae OE a OO 


Pearle cael 


68 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 























racter ? All, however, is still, notwith- | devil when he was created ; for no one | whether this principle be good, or whe. 
standing my contemplation on this hor-|will have the audacity to say, in so /ther it be bad, I believe there can be no 
rid subject! The moon being about at} many words, that God ever created a|question ; for the wonderful works of —_— 
the full, the airclear and serene, the eve-|devil! But the rebel angel, according |creation and providence so clearly de. Publ 
ning remarkably fine, and having just re-|to Milton, was a real being when he | monstrate the wisdom, power, and love 
turned from a pleasant walk, my mind| was created ; as much so as he is now. | of God, that it is altogether needless to VOL 
is duly prepared for serious reficction.| Supposing therefore the angel to be a|attempt a formal proof of his Divine = 
Perhaps a more suitable time could not} real being, and that which constituted | goodness. — 
have been chosen to write upon the sub-|him a devil to be a real being also;| If this hypothesis be admitted, as] JR For 
ject I have proposed. And notwith-|then the devil is now, properly speak- | think it must, then it follows of course, 
standing all the frightful stories which | ing, two real beings united in one ! than | that there is no eterna/ principle of evil, 
I have heard, respecting the father of| which nothing can be more absurd! To be continued. wi 
fies, and notwithstanding I have now] Or, if it be contended that the nature Christ 
endeavoured to portray them all before | of the angel changed, and that which —00— ny sec 
me, yet, my mind is perfectly calm, my | was holy became unholy ; or that which of the 
blood cool, and my nerves pliable ; so| was pure became impure ; then it must SELECTED FOR THE MESSENGER. cally « 
that there is not the least tremor upon | follow of course that holiness is no se- FRIENDSHIP. wards 
any part of my frame. I will therefore|curity against unholiness, nor purity Friendship ! thou source of nameless joys ' of the 
begin to write. against impurity ; and consequently| Of most that Heaven or earth bestows ; ' in the 
My first principle is to adopt reason|there can be no such thing as security | /hatoft the fear of death destroys, ' amaze 
: : . And oft dispels the deepest woes. : 
for my polar star, and the Holy Scrip-|in heaven ! - ' F and di 
f al aa lal If th 1 , That cheers the heart where misery dwells | esliet 
tures for my compass, by which, with a the angel possessed nothing but a| And binds the broken heart anew : | religia 
just application, I hope to be led to the| pureand holy nature before he fell, what | Pours comfort in its inmost cells, dimini 
focus of Divine truth respecting the] could have induced him torebel? From| And sheds the tear of teeling true. an age 
P & ; § 
mighty subject before me. whence originated his pride? Could|? With pare, “oye ~<a to the 
, “7 - “ ” ° . ) ya ’ 1 hig ier SS, al 
But as I purpose to be very brief, I pride grow out of a pure and holy prin-| ‘pat brightens love, that softens strife, power 
must write in a plain and simple style | ciple? Or could a holy being possess| That makes a heavenly world of this. the hij 
and in this, I trust, I shall be excused, | any other principle than that which was | Entwine thy fair unfading wreath high | 
for I write rather to instruct than to| pure and holy? Pb ee, oy — cant ecg thine ; take p 
° ' educed to its et the reader reflect seriously on | *"yqrictcs it inctncoe haw Sa of hu 
please. Truth, when reduced to its|” Let the neader reflect seriously on | A¥.0er i all thy fervour breathe 7 
original simplicity, needs but little or- the above questions, and he will find a | wpitse tite in long perspective glows, jected 
nament to make it acceptable to every | difficulty in believing that a pure, per-| And pleasures’ toys are spread around, as set 
rational, unprejudiced mind ; and fals-| fect, and holy being ever fell ; or that | Whilst joy with chrystal streamlet flows that w 
hood only needs to be stripped of all}he could become impure, imperfect, " one nyt CMe we Seams eran the Bi 
disguise to be rejected by every man of} and unholy, by any thing that he could rb re anim ae cad patie weed. [ee €d por 
sense. do of himself. For no being was ever | Sees lasting bliss in toys appear, » propt 
The orthodox doctrine of the devil, yet able, as I humbly conceive,tochange} And scorns, of broken taith, the deed, » reason 
if I may be allowed the expression, is,|the first principles of his own nature. | Oh! let not these illusions fade | which 
that he was once an angel of light, and| None but the Author of a being is abie| , Whe" misery meets us on our way ; © inventi 
tmhelie eh i fe h net And friendship seems an mee shade, : 
an inhabitant of heaven; but by some|to change the nature or first principles |" Just blown and fading in a day. > acknov 
means or other, pride entered his heart, | of that being. And as God, only, is | if much of grief I’m doom’d to bear, go at « 
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